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We are not just creative, but learning faster than all the others

by Grainne Cunningham

IRELAND has shown "extraordinary growth" in its creative capacity, a trend that bodes well for economic expansion and jobs, according to a new report published yesterday.

In the new index, called 'Europe in the Creative Age', Ireland has improved faster than every other European country and even the United States.

The report, by authors Richard Florida and Irene Tinagli, measures a country's innovation and technology capacity and argues that where there is talent, technology and tolerance, an economy will prosper. 

"Ireland stands out for its considerable ability to grow creative occupations in a relatively short period," the authors said.

Mr. Florida's book 'The rise of the creative class' shows that jobs follow people, rather than the other way around and he argues that creative people prefer to live in places that are ethnically and socially diverse.

Ireland boasts an increase in its Euro-creativity index of almost 9pc, considerably higher than the second-highest performer, Finland, at 6pc.

Since 1995, we have outstripped all 14 European countries and the US, measured in the talent and technology growth index.

But while our creative growth record is impressive, Ireland is starting from a relatively low base, compared to most EU nations and, of course, the United States.

The top performers include Finland, Sweden and Denmark. Their competitive position overall is very good and, in the case of Finland and Sweden, better than the United States.

A second tier includes the Netherlands and Britain. These countries are proving successful and are likely to continue to do well in what the authors term "the creative age".

Ireland is the outright leader of the so-called "up and comers" exhibiting "extraordinary growth" in its underlying creative capacities.

We have considerably outshone nations such as Germany, France and Belgium, which have relatively high creativity scores now but are losing ground.

"Laggards", such as Italy in particular but also Spain, Austria, Portugal and Greece, have both low creativity scores and low rates of growth and "will find it hard to compete in the creative age", the report found.

However, there is one gaping hole in our meteoric rise, the authors warn. We score very poorly on the tolerance index, joining three other nations at the bottom of the table. This indicator measures our openness to different religions, ethnic groups, gays, women's rights, and abortion.

So our current rise up the creativity scale is largely due to our dramatic improvement in the arenas of education and investment in science and technology, according to Demos, the London think-tank which published the report in Europe.

Spokesman Eddie Gibb warned that "unless Ireland sorts out the tolerance issue, it will run into trouble in sustaining that growth".

Sweden has outstripped the United States as the most creative nation.

The report warns that the world's greatest economy "may well be losing its long-established edge in attracting the brightest and best talent from around the world".

The authors blame the restriction on scientific information and policies which make it harder for people to get into and out of the United States for the change.

